CHRISTUS Health: 2019 Legislative Priorities 116th Congress
CHRISTUS Health is an integrated, not-for-profit international health system that includes more than 40
hospitals and facilities in seven U.S. states. CHRISTUS Health serves as a safety-net provider in every
community in which we operate, and we provide a significant amount of uncompensated care each year.

ensure a strong hospital safety net
CHRISTUS remains deeply committed to providing quality health care to all
Americans, consistent with its mission and ongoing efforts to serve our most
vulnerable populations. We support sound public policies that ensure access to
affordable care, promote improvements in quality and efficiency, and strengthen
Medicare, Medicaid and the nation’s health care system for the future.
1. Stabilization of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Continued access to care and coverage must be maintained as
reforms to the nation’s health care system and federal health care programs are considered. CHRISTUS
supports legislative and regulatory efforts to ensure the health insurance exchange markets remain viable as
a source of affordable coverage in all states.
2. Preservation of the 340B Program. Savings from programs such as the 340B Drug Pricing Program are vital
to our ability to continue to provide low-income and rural patients with access to affordable medicines.
CHRISTUS has 28 340B facilities across the system, and if the 340B Program is restricted through
Congressional or regulatory efforts, it is unlikely CHRISTUS will be able to continue to provide the same level
of charity care to indigent patients and our surrounding communities.
3. Continuation of Supplemental Payments. Supplemental payments are vital to safety-net hospitals given
their tight operating margins. Even a small reduction in their reimbursement could force these hospitals to
significantly reduce the critical health care services they provide to their patients.
4. Strengthen Medicaid and Access to Services. Medicaid ensures access to health care services for our
nation’s most vulnerable populations. Work requirements are punitive and have not proven to move people
out of poverty or into employer-sponsored health care coverage. Continued acccess to Medicaid can keep
people healthier and help them maintain good jobs. Consistent with its mission, CHRISTUS also opposes
restricting an immigrant’s access to Medicaid and other federal programs.

eliminate barriers and enhance patient and physician engagment
CHRISTUS is committed to promoting innovative health and wellness solutions that
improve the lives of the individuals and strengthen the communities we serve.

5. Support Increased Use of Remote Medical Technology and Interoperability. CHRISTUS encourages policies
that move forward with telehealth adoption without restriction to geography, locality, technology, because they

lower costs and improve quality. CHRISTUS also supports advancement of health information technology
interoperability, which is necessary for the successful implementation of payment reforms.

access to care and health equity
CHRISTUS supports efforts to reduce health disparities and aims to provide
high-value health care services that are accessible to all patient populations.

6. Medically Complex Children Need an Improved Care Coordination Framework. The Advancing Care for
Exceptional (ACE) Kids Act (S.317) is a proposal to improve how care is delivered to America’s children with
complex medical conditions who rely on Medicaid. CHRISTUS Health strongly supports passage of this
legislation, which would assist hospitals like the Children’s Hospital of San Antonio in its mission to provide
vital health care services to medically complex children across state lines.

protect vulnerable populations and conscience protections
CHRISTUS supports policies consistent with CHRISTUS’ Catholic identity and
oppose proposals that would conflict with the Ethical and Religious Directives that
inform CHRISTUS’ mission.
7. Support Expanded Access to High-Quality Palliative and Hospice Care. As the aging population grows,
demand is increasing for well-trained hospice and palliative care health professionals to assist patients and
their families during often-difficult times, such as the advanced stages of a terminal disease or other
complex, chronic diseases. Enactment of the Palliative Care and Hospice Education and Training Act (H.R.
647) will address this need by enhancing physician training in palliative medicine, establishing fellowship
programs and intensive courses focused on palliative care, and providing grants for eligible health
professionals who teach or practice i n the palliative care field.
8. End Human Trafficking and Provide Care for Victims. Almost sixty percent of human trafficking victims
present themselves to a health care professional. Therefore, it is a priority for CHRISTUS to provide the
timely and accurate medical assessments of individuals who are suspected victims and ensure better
decisions are made for their future protection. We urge policy-makers to support policies that protect
trafficking victims and support the outreach and education of medical providers to accurately identify and
help victims.
9. Continue the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program. In September 2017, President Trump
rescinded the DACA program and called on Congress to advance legislation before the Administration begins
to phase out its protection. As a result, it is projected that approximately 800,000 young adults brought to
the United States illegally as children who qualify for the program will become eligible for deportation. The
President’s action to rescind DACA protections is currently tied up in the courts. Consistent with our
mission, CHRISTUS joins the wider Catholic community in urging swift Congressional action to provide a
legal framework to continue the DACA program and resolve this matter humanely, orderly, and with minimal
disruption to our economy and national health system.
Gabriela Saenz, J.D.

Vice President, Advocacy & Public Policy
(O) 469-282-2653 | (C) 512.658.4730
g.saenz@christushealth.org

